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 In this update:  

 Isaac expected to approach northern Gulf Coast by Tuesday.  

 
 

Overview:  

 
 

 At 5 am ET, the center of Tropical Storm Isaac was located at latitude 19.0 north, longitude 

73.3 west. This is about 1050 miles Southeast of Tallahassee, Florida. Isaac is moving to the 

northwest at 15 mph. Maximum sustained winds are near 60 mph. The minimum pressure is 

estimated at 992 mb. 

 

 

 Tropical Storm Isaac is 

located near Haiti this 

morning, moving 

northwest. Isaac is 

being steered 

northwestward through 

a break in the upper 

level ridge over the 

Gulf of Mexico. Isaac 

is expected to continue 

moving off to the 

northwest until making 

final landfall along the 

northern Gulf Coast. 

Currently, landfall is 

expected late Tuesday 

or early Wednesday in 

the Florida Panhandle. 
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The latest forecast track from the National Hurricane Center is seen above. Note that the 

forecast track is quite similar to the previous forecasts, with landfall possible by late Tuesday 

night or early Wednesday. Isaac is expected to be a hurricane as it approaches the coast on 

Tuesday. Confidence is increasing that Isaac will have a significant impact on the tri-state 

area during the upcoming week. Isaac is currently forecast to make landfall as a Category 1 

Hurricane with maximum winds near 90 mph. 
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Potential Impacts:  

 

 
 

Flooding: Heavy rainfall has affected much of North Florida over the last three months, with 

many areas of the Big Bend, southeast Alabama, and the coastal Panhandle more than 10 inches 

above normal for the year. Much of this rain has fallen this summer. The image above shows 

the current forecast for total rainfall over the next 5 days. There is a large area of more than 6 

inches of rain across the Panhandle and eastern Big Bend, extending into southeast Alabama. 

Localized areas could see more than 10 inches of rain, especially if Isaac slows down after 

landfall. This region, as well as the remainder of the Big Bend will be at most risk of Flash 

Flooding and eventual river flooding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weather Briefing Saturday, August 25, 2012 8am ET---Page 4 

 

 
 
Wind: Isaac is currently forecast to make landfall as a Category 1 Hurricane with maximum 

sustained winds of around 90 mph. In addition, Isaac is expected to have a very large area of 

tropical storm force winds. Therefore, there is the potential for wind damage as Isaac 

approaches and makes landfall. The extent and location of the damaging winds is highly 

uncertain at this time, since these factors will be sensitive to the exact track and intensity of 

Isaac. 
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Storm Surge: Since Isaac is expected to be a large storm, there is the potential for significant 

storm surge, along with coastal flooding, beach erosion, and extremely large surf. These 

impacts will be possible all along the coast of the Big Bend and eastern Panhandle. However, 

much like the wind threat, the extent and location of the surge threat is highly dependent on the 

exact track and intensity. 
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Summary:  

 
** Tropical Storm Isaac is expected to become a hurricane on Sunday and approach the 

northern Gulf Coast on Tuesday.  

 

** Confidence in the track is increasing, with significant impacts expected for much of the tri-

state area. Potentially damaging winds, significant storm surge, as well as inland flooding from 

heavy rains are all possible for portions of the area.  

 

** It is still too early to pin down the exact magnitude and locations for these impacts.  

 

If you have any questions, please give our office a call at 850-942-8833 or on our toll free line 

at 800-598-4562 and ask to speak to a meteorologist. We are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a 

week. You can also reach us on our Southern Linc phone at 1*77*284. 

 

 


